Prof. Prausnitz is one of the world's leading experts in drug delivery. He harnesses various biophysical methods and phenomenon in clever and unique ways to develop novel methods of drug delivery. In his laboratory, he has invented microneedles for drug delivery, and has used lasers, ultrasound, thermal energy, fluid convective forces, and other approaches to deliver both small and large molecules into tissues and cells. He constantly challenges himself and his laboratory members to develop innovative yet simple and cost-effective solutions that can make an impact on human lives.
Prof. Prausnitz is the father of the "microneedle technology," a technology that he invented for painless drug delivery through the skin. In Figure 1 , Prof. Prausnitz can be seen holding a microneedle patch in his hand. Prof. Prausnitz's publication in 1998 in collaboration with Prof. Mark Allen, a Professor of Electrical & Computer Engineering at Georgia Tech at that time, was the first demonstration of microneedles for drug delivery. 1 It was a landmark paper that spurred intense research in the field, which now includes more than 1,000 journal articles and dozens of research groups. His laboratory also conceived and demonstrated fabrication of different types of microneedles. 2 Research works from his laboratory on the four categories of microneedles, namely the "poke and patch," 3 "coat and poke," 4 "polymeric microneedles," 5 and "hollow microneedles" 2 were among some of the early seminal contributions made to the field. Prof.
Prausnitz also made significant contributions to the understanding of mechanics of microneedle insertion into skin, 6 Every year to celebrate the holiday season, Prof. Prausnitz throws a holiday party at his home. Figure 2 is a photo of a recent gathering in his home. My PhD years with Prof. Prausnitz were incredibly stimulating because of the outstanding and collaborative research environment he creates, and the opportunities for personal growth that naturally arise in his laboratory due to his prolific research enterprise.
As a former PhD student of Prof. Prausnitz, and on behalf of all the former Prausnitz lab members I express my sincerest gratitude to Prof.
